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Historic dynasties
22} Silla #ré# c. 0-800

11 Goryeo (or Koryo) i 918-1392 -> English word Korea

b

%1 Joseon or Chosun #fif 1392-1910 (and modern North Korea)

LA GIM Il-seong (Kim Il Song, the Great leader)

oY

%Y GIM Jong-il (Kim Jong I1, the Dear leader)

s
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Hangeul (Korean phonetic script)
Hanguk (South Korea) [
Korea (since c¢. 1900, esp South Korea)
o] g+91 = Taehanminguk, independent Korea from 1890,
adopted as the name of South Korea

-

Half the alphabet
You can learn the majority of the consonants as the isolated initials
7} = ka, Y = na, Y = ta, 2} = ra, "} = ma, H} = pa, A} = sa.
The } on the right is vowel a. The vowels have the following pictorial
interpretations, used as mnemonics:
hook 7 k depicts the back of the tongue rising up to the soft palate to
form the sound k or g
curve L is the tip of the tongue rising to the hard palate to form the
sound t or d
squiggle 2 is the tongue snaking around to make the liquid sounds 1 or r
closed box ™ is the pouting lips to make m
open box ¥B is the lips bursting open to make p or b
fork A is the tongue between the teeth forming sibilant s.

Xox syntax for syllables

In analysing Asian languages, the phonetic unit is the syllable, not the individual
letter or phoneme. By definition a syllable is an initial consonant (or nothing), a
medial vowel and a final consonant (possibly compound, possibly nothing). This
applies in the first instance to Chinese, where each syllable is a character,
usually with a unit of meaning (hence the designation "monosyllabic"), but also
to Korean and Japanese. For example,

3= Hangeul (Korean phonetic script) is

3+ Han initial h + medial } a + final vn
= keul initial 7k or g + medial __ eu + final 2 r or I.

Voice and unvoiced



In phonetics, voiced means that the vocal chords vibrate; it is one of the
distinctions between k and g, t and d, p and b, etc. Korean does no distinguish
the unvoiced and voiced consonants

71 korg,

T tord,

H por b,

Z ch or j.
How the hangeul element (letter or grapheme) is pronounced depends on its
position in the word or in the sentence. Wedged between two vowels (or between
and n final and a vowel, or some other cases internal to a word) 77, ©, 8, X
are voiced as g, d, b, j. For example, in ¥+ Hangeul, the initial k of the
second syllable 1s wedged between n and a vowel, so is voiced to g.

You should remember the consonants as 7} t}ekululAl ka-na-da-ra-ma-ba-sa.
This already gives you half the alphabet, in alphabetical order, and one of the
important phonetic transformation rules.

The liquid sounds r = 1 are not distinguished: at the end of a syllable (isolated
from the following syllable), it is pronounced I; at the start of a syllable (rather
rare in modern Korean), it is pronounced r.

aspirated and unaspirated
vowels
liaisons

X% Seo-ul (Seoul) B
3 oF P'yeong-yang (Pyongyang) T
=3} suhak (Mathematics) #5%2
7%+ gkl Seogang Daehakkyo (Sogang University) PaiLAEHAL
4~38}3} suhakkua (Math department) #&:%}
N.B. kg or kk = 71 reinforced kk, not voiced g
115 339 Institute for Advanced Studies (KIAS) s 5 S FHERE

% Daewu (Daewoo)
3] Hyeondae (Hyundai) #f¢

2] Samseong (Samsung) — /2

Exercise. These are all words you know from the phonetic values.
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Hlt 2
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B
Hd
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Consonants

korg -
n -
tord =
rorl 2
m =
porb H
s A

Think: ka-na-da-ra-ma-ba-sa 7FutiebubulAl (that's half the
alphabet, and the dictionary order!)

nothing o as initial -ng as final
ch or j
ch' = aspirated version ch =
of
k' - aspirated version Kk -
of
£ = aspirated version .
of
p' = aspirated version b H
of
X - aspirated version nothing ©
of
reinforced versions
kk T
tt T
pp HH
ss M
)] 7“




Vowels

Simple vowels:

o]_ a

L. 0

- W00

o] eo

_ eu

] yi
moistened versions:

o]: ya
2 yO
T yu
o yeo

The others are complicated, but thought of as "combined vowels" or diphthongs:

o] ae
H yae
o e
o ye
o} wa
2 wae
< o1
= weo
| we
= wi
o yl




Summary:

19 initial consonants
T 77T L I 2 T H H A AKX O X M X

7 E &L o©

21 medial vowels

FAER A4 ool o]+ A
A A=

27 final consonant clusters
T 77T A L W% B T = ¥ ¥ ® PA ¥E T U5
T HHBWAMRO X X J E & &






